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Foreword 
 
 
 

Pelagic trips were first conducted in the region in the late 1970s, mainly out of Brisbane. Initial trips were 
conducted by a number of people, notably Tony Palliser, David Stewart, Tom Tarrant and Chris Corben etc. 
Circa 1990, Chris Corben handed the reins over to me and I continue to run these trips to this day, albeit on a 
more organized and regular basis. From before 1990 until April 1995 the trips were run out of Manly Boat 
Harbour in Brisbane using the wooden hulled Murphy Star. This meant a long trip, usually under cover of 
darkness across Moreton Bay before we got out into open ocean. Also, the trips were at best sporadic and four 
trips a year would be a good year.  
 
 Early in 1995, the late Tony Ashby (a founding member of SOSSA) not long from Sydney and newly arrived 
on the Gold Coast negotiated with Sea World to trial their Research & Rescue Vessel. The trial was successful 
and from April 1995 until late 2000 we enjoyed a fruitful relationship with Sea World and trips became as a rule, 
monthly when weather permitted. The trips were now operating out of Southport and via the Southport Seaway 
we were entering open ocean almost immediately! This partnership ended towards the end of  2000 and I took a 
year off running pelagics. 
 
Early in January 2002, Steve McCourt, who had worked with us when he was a Sea World employee, contacted 
me. He’d recently acquired a boat and was keen to start trialling it as an ongoing concern as a pelagic trip and 
fishing charter. We trialled the vessel which was fast but ran with a pair of large outboard motors and when the 
number crunching was complete the eventual pricing for that time proved to be too high. I might mention here 
that we had been rather spoilt by Sea World with charter costs, as the trips were subsidised somewhat, therefore 
the price now being asked was too big a jump. 
 
Whilst working with Sea World, on the odd occasion when the vessel was unavailable we would use one of the 
local ‘Wahoo Charters’ vessels based at Mariner’s Cove. I approached the owner of this fleet of four charter 
boats and negotiated a deal which enabled us to use one of the vessels, once a month at a reasonable cost per 
head. With four boats ranging from 42 feet to 65 feet there was always a vessel available. Due to circumstances 
however, by 2006 the operation was becoming less viable and we needed to find yet another operator & vessel.  
 
It must be said here, that  finding an operator and vessel prepared to take a bunch of birders out to sea further 
than they would normally go and for considerably less money than their usual commercial rates, is extremely 
difficult. Even in a highly competitive arena like the Gold Coast. There was however, yet another option open to 
us. During our tenure with both Sea World and Wahoo we had been supplied (with written permission from DPI) 
with free shark liver for berley, by the local beach protection contractor for the Gold Coast beaches, Craig 
Newton. Craig was keen to start something different and he and various crew over time have become 
enthusiastic supporters of what we do. Last year he secured a further 10 year beach protection contract with the 
authorities which ensures pelagic operation out of Southport is a going concern for a while yet.  
 
The Sea Mounts project remains a priority but the vessel, the ‘Texas T’ is presently unavailable and negotiations 
are ongoing. We are still hopeful that the first trip will be conducted sometime in the first quarter of 2012. 
Meanwhile Greg Roberts got the Sunshine Coast pelagics up and running with Trevor ‘Paddy’ Dimond and his 
vessel the 30 ft Noosa Cat , ‘Cat-A-Pult. Two trips were conducted with resounding success and trips are 
planned to be more frequent for 2012. 
 
 For 2012 the ‘Grinner’ will have the addition of a 22” retractable TV screen fitted inside the cabin. A 
demonstration application will be set up for punters to view large images of various species of seabirds in 
various stages of plumage rather than look at small illustrations/photos in field/photographic guides. Also 
photographers will be able to view large images on site instead of on small rear camera screens, enabling a 
possible earlier ID at sea, in more difficult cases. 
 
 
 
Paul Walbridge, Editor.                                                            

 

 



4 
 

Introduction 
 
 

As mentioned in the Foreword, Greg Roberts based on the Sunshine Coast, organized two pelagics in 2011 with 
the Sunshine Coast shark-netting contractor Trevor (Paddy) Dimond using his 10 metre Noosa Cat the Cat-A-
Pult. These trips run from Mooloolaba, out over the Barwon Banks and into deeper Continental Slope waters 
some 36 nautical miles east of Mooloolaba. Two trips were conducted in 2011, on 10th July and 5th November.  
 
The inaugural trip on July 10th produced three species of storm-petrel in the form of Wilson’s, Black-bellied and 
White-bellied Storm-Petrels, Providence Petrels and a couple of Buller’s Albatrosses, a species rarely sighted in 
Southeast Queensland waters. However, it was the second trip on November 5th that proved to be a revelation. 
Upwards of 50 Mottled Petrels were sighted and not just cruising through on passage but stopping for a feed, an 
unprecedented occurrence. Tahiti Petrels also put in an appearance along with a sole sub-adult Red-footed 
Booby, a species not often recorded in Southeast Queensland waters. The revelation however was of Australias 
first sighting of Stejneger’s Petrel, a species that breeds in the Juan Fernandez group off the coast of Chile. The 
Mottled Petrel sightings have been submitted to BQRAC and the Stejneger’s Petrel to BARC.  
 
A total of 10 trips were conducted out of  Southport in 2011, with January a no go due to inclement weather and 
once again May was cancelled because of lack of numbers. I hope to rectify this in 2012. February started the 
year off well with a White-tailed Tropicbird, a good selection of Petrels in Tahiti, Great-winged, Gould’s and 
White-necked out of a total of 16 species for the day. The real surprise though was the sighting of Southports’ 
first Summer Black Petrel. 
 
March  saw good numbers of Tahiti Petrels with up to five appearing close to the vessel at any time, Flesh-
footed Shearwaters also showed up in bigger numbers than had been seen for a while. Pomarine Jaegers were 
present in some numbers  (17)  but Arctic Jaegers much less abundant however it was the terns  that dominated 
the day with no less than seven species sighted. Hundreds of Common Terns & Crested Terns with a few Little 
Terns and one or two Caspian and Gull-billed Terns were feeding outside the surf-line. Out wide a juvenile 
White Tern appeared briefly while an adult Black Noddy appeared around the vessel. Moving on to April and 
large numbers of Wilson’s Storm-Petrels were passing through  with 61 recorded, 5 species of  shearwater were 
also sighted but in small numbers. Tahiti Petrels were still around in even better numbers than March with 26 
sighted, the first Providence Petrels for the Winter arrived along with a single pale-phased Kermadec Petrel. 
Also present was an early arrived Australasian Gannet for the winter. 
 
The June trip turned up the bird of the year, Australias  3rd , only recently rediscovered New Zealand Storm-
Petrel and the first winter sighting, this bird hung around the vessel for nearly two hours. Two other species of 
Storm-Petrel were also present, 30 Wilson’s Storm-Petrels (a high count for winter) and 9 Black-bellied Storm-
Petrels providing good comparative views. Probably the highest count of Providence Petrel for Southport ever 
(222) were also present along with the 3 Great-winged Petrels was Queensland’s first P. m. macroptera, the 
other two being the usual P. m. gouldi. The first prion of the Winter in the form of an Antarctic Prion also turned 
up, along with in an increase in numbers of Australasian Gannets and some Common Noddies. July proved to be 
the best in recent years with 3 species of Albatross, 3 Black-browed, an unprecedented number of Indian 
Yellow-nosed (22) and Southports’ second only Buller’s Albatross, an adult bird. That was just for starters as 4 
species of prion also were present, 3 Salvin’s, 16 Antarctic, 2 Slender-billed and 20 Fairy Prions, ‘prion years’ 
happen all too infrequently in SEQ waters. A lone Brown Skua, in heavy moult, early in the day  was yet 
another Queensland rarity  for the trip. 
 
On to August and both Wilson’s and Black-bellied were still present in low numbers along with Providence 
Petrels in good numbers (43) and the return of Wedge-tailed Shearwaters for the Summer (294). It was however 
another albatross day with singles of Black-browed, Indian Yellow-nosed and Queenslands’ first live sighting of 
New Zealand White-capped Albatross, a juvenile bird, most likely just a few weeks out of the nest. Hutton’s 
Shearwaters were also around in fair numbers. The September trip was a major disappointment with only seven 
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species sighted and the only real highlight being of 19 Black-bellied Storm-Petrels, one or two at times 
appearing to hover over the bait cutting board.  September proved to be a bit better with large numbers of 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel (68) and still good numbers of Black-bellied Storm-Petrel (12). It also saw the return of 
Flesh-footed Shearwater and Tahiti Petrel, with good numbers of Providence Petrel (37) still around. 
 
The month of November was a bit disappointing , especially in light of the events of two weeks earlier at the 
Sunshine Coast. Just one Tahiti Petrel, a few passage Short-tailed Shearwaters (91) and a couple of Pomarine 
Jaegers with Crested Tern being the most numerous bird for the day! December however ensured we went out 
for 2011 with a bang, a ‘cookilaria day’ and a total of five pterodromas for the day, namely,  Kermadec (1), 
Great-winged (7, all ‘gouldi’), Gould’s (25), White-necked (1) and Black-winged Petrel (8). The real surprise 
for the day was the second Black Petrel for the year and again, in summer, this bird hanging around for at least 
an hour. 
Paul Walbridge - Editor 

 
The Region 

 
The area around Southport is situated in the south Coral Sea, with the warm, north/ south moving East 
Australian Current being the major influential feature. The main offshore underwater structures in this region 
are a series of Sea-mounts and Guyots, ranging north to south from adjacent to Fraser Island Queensland, down 
to Ballina, NSW. These are in order north/south, Fraser Seamount, Brisbane Guyot, Moreton Seamount, 
Queensland Guyot and Stradbroke Seamount, with distances from shore ranging from the widest, Fraser 
Seamount at 138 nautical miles to the closest the Queensland Guyot at 91.1 nautical miles. The highest of these 
are the Fraser Seamount, rising to within 359 metres of the sea surface and the Queensland Guyot which comes 
within 306 metres of the sea surface, it is these areas where upwelling is most likely to occur. 
 
Closer to shore and in the vicinity of Southport, the main offshore structures range from Mick’s Mountain, ENE 
of Southport, moving south through Jim’s Mountain, the Riviera Grounds and the Tweed Canyon’s south of the 
Qld/NSW border adjacent to Fingal Head or just to the south. These rises are all around roughly 30 nautical 
miles offshore but the Tweed Canyons are considerably closer to the coast, however all these sea floor rises lie 
off the Continental Shelf.  
 
As with any part of the Australian coastline or anywhere else for that matter the Continental Shelf ends at the 
100 fathom (or approx. 200 metre) mark, this is also referred to as the Shelf-break. Distance from shore varies 
greatly around the Australian coastline but off the Gold Coast it is roughly around 23 nm offshore at 153 51.50E 
ranging further out,  moving further north, approaching the southern reaches of the Great Barrier Reef. 
Understandably, given the region lies in the southern Coral Sea and not that far south of the world’s largest 
collection of coral reefs, the water temperatures are warm in summer and still relatively warm in winter. During 
these winter months, May-August, colder water currents from the south push nortwards, forcing the weakening 
warm current further out wide.   

 

 
Monthly Max./Min. Sea surface Temps. 
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Both maximum and minimum temperatures were lower than for 2010, eg; December was down nearly a full 3 
degrees, there was negligible current running out wide in December this year compared with 2.5 knots in 
December 2010. Interestingly, as the chart graphically shows there was also overall, less variation between 
max/min temps. particularly  in the May – September period when typically the widest variation occurs. 

 

Participation 

 

A total of 64 patrons participated in the 10 trips conducted for 2011,  again mostly from Queensland but several 
from interstate and several visitors from the UK. Although 15 patrons down in total from 2010, one less trip was 
undertaken and even with two trips of nine pax only, a healthy average of 13 per trip was maintained out of a 
maximum of 15. Over the course of the year as with last year only one person participated in every trip and that 
was myself the organiser and leader.  

The percentages changed significantly this year in a positive way, with single day trippers of 40 at 63% down 5 
percentage points on last year. Of the remainder 11 or 17% participated in more than a third of the trips, up by 
7% and of these 7 or 10% participated in 50% of the trips, up by 5 percentage points. Also up, was the 
percentage of passengers returning for at least another trip, at 37% up by 5%. 

All of the pax. returning for at least another trip were ‘locals’ from the SEQ area and it would be good to tempt 
interstaters out for at least one extra trip a year but this is difficult given the number of southern pelagic venues 
on offer. Also interesting is the fact that the Mooloolaba operation is keen to conduct more trips in 2012, there is 
a core of birders based in that region and to the north that make up the basis of that operation . The trips there 
will be conducted mainly two weeks before Southport and time will tell if there is any impact on the Southport 
operation.  
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Gallerie 

 
New Zealand Storm Petrel Oceanites maorianus 18/6/2011. P. Walbridge. 

 
 

 
Kermadec Petrel Pterodroma neglecta 17/7/2011. P.Walbridge. 
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Providence Petrel Pterodroma solandri 18/6/2011. P. Walbridge 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Buller’s Albatross Thalassarche bulleri 17/7/2011. P.Walbridge. 
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Black-bellied Storm-Petrel Fregetta tropica 17/9/2011. P.Walbridge. 

 

 
Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris 20/8/2011. B. Russell. 

 
 
 
 
 



10 
 

 
Salvin’s Prion Pachyptila salvini 17/7/2011. B. Russell. 

 

 
Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus 19/2/2011. B. Russell. 
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White-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon leucomelas 19/2/2011. B. Russell. 

 

  
Great-winged Petrel Pterodroma m. gouldi 18/6/2011. B. Russell. 
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Wilson’s Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus 16/4/2011. B. Russell. 

 

 
Black-winged Petrel Pterodroma nigripennis 17/12/2011. R. Morris. 
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Gould’s Petrel Pterodroma leucoptera 17/12/2011. R. Morris. 

 

 

 
White-necked Petrel Pterodroma cervicalis 17/12/2011. R. Morris. 
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Systematic List 

 

Two new species, namely New Zealand Storm-Petrel and Salvin’s Prion were added to the Southport checklist 
in 2011. This brings to 80, the total number of species seen on Southport pelagics. Also New Zealand White-
capped Albatross and the ‘macroptera’ race of Great-winged Petrel were also firsts, in the case of the Great-
winged Petrel a first record for Queensland and for the former a first ‘live’ sighting. 

PHAETHONTIFORMES 
Phaethontidae 
 
White-tailed Tropicbird (Phaethon lepturus) 
Uncommon visitor, often after strong SE winds, likely any time of year. 
A single, immature bird on 19th Feb. 27 45.02S/153 57.30E. 
 
PROCELLARIIFORMES 
Oceantidae 
 
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus) 
Spring and Autumn passage migrant with small numbers over-wintering. 
Recorded March through to December, 13 sighted on 19th Mar. ranging from 27 49.33S/153 55.53E to 27 
45.57S/153 56.53E. An Autumn passage high of 61 on 16th Apr. 27 56.ooS/153 31.07E – 27 51.09S/153 57.32E, 
a very high winter count of 30 on 18th Jun. ranging from 27 54.57S/153 31.11E to 27 48.06S/153 58.06E.  
Smaller numbers on Jul. 17th  with 6, 27 53.52S/153 32.04E – 27 49.52S/153 54.49E and Aug. 20th, 7 sighted all 
at the widest drift, approx. 27 51.11S/153 51.05E. Sep. produced very low numbers for that month with 2 
sighted out wide in ‘slope’ waters. The southward migration picked up on the Oct. 16th trip with 68,  
27 53.58S/153 54.37E to 27 48.47S/153 55.36E. Numbers then tailed off on Nov. 19th and Dec. 17th with 3 & 2 
respectively, all out wide beyond the Shelf-break.   
 
New Zealand Storm-Petrel (Oceanicus maorianus) 
A species only recently rediscovered in New Zealand waters with the breeding grounds still unknown. 
A single bird around the vessel for nearly two hours on 18th June, 27 46.25S/153 57.38E  along with Wilson’s 
and Black-bellied Storm-Petrels, constitutes the 1st record for Queensland and  the 3rd record for Australia  
accepted by BARC, Case no. 699. 
 
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel (Fregetta tropica) 
Regular Winter visitor and Spring passage migrant. 
A good year for this species starting on Jun. 18th with 9 birds sighted between 27 47.00S/153 57.45 &  
27 48.45S/153 58.06E. Surprisingly, no sightings in Jul. but 20th Aug saw their return with 5, 27 52.27S/ 
153  51.44E – 27 53.08S/153 52.02E. 19 was a good count for Sep. on the 17th ranging from 27 48.17S/  
153 57.13E out to 27 54.41S/153 58.05E. Typically Oct. Had good numbers also with 12 sighted, 27 53.58S/ 
153 54.37E to 27 49.46S/153 55.24E. 
 
Diomedeidae 
 
Black-browed Albatross (Thalassarche melanophris) 
Uncommon winter visitor, recorded most years in low numbers. 
3 birds sighted on 17th Jul. 27 55.08S/153 29.06E, 27 54.57S/153 30.41E and 27 53.52S/153 32.04E, all in Shelf 
waters and all juvenile birds. Another single juvenile bird on 28th Aug. 27 52.51S/153 51.56E. 
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New Zealand White-capped Albatross (Thalassarche cauta steadi) 
A single, juvenile bird, probably only a few weeks fledged on 28th Aug. 27 51.51S/153 51.25E constitutes the 
first positive sighting of this taxon off Southport, despite historical records of beach-cast birds suggesting 
roughly equal occurrence with T. c. cauta. 
 
Yellow-nosed Albatross (Thalassarche carteri) 
Uncommon winter visitor, scarcer than in the past, most likely due to large scale long-line mortality. 
Unprecedented numbers around SEQ on 17th Jul. with a total of 22 birds ranging from inshore, 27 53.05S/153 
29.10E out to 27 48.20S/153 55.00E with largest count of 7 together at 27 52.56S/153 38.06E, mostly adult 
birds but a few younger birds, some juveniles amongst them. A single only on 20th Aug. in slope waters, 27 
52.27S/153 51.44E. 
 
Buller’s Albatross (Thalassarche bulleri) 
A species rarely reported in SEQ waters, although there had been several sightings reported in SEQ waters this 
year. A single adult bird in Shelf waters on 17th Jul. 27 49.27S/153 49.34E constitutes the 2nd record for 
Southport, with several earlier sightings reported in SEQ waters leading up to this one. Record submitted to 
BQRAC.  
 
Procellariidae 
 
Salvin’s Prion (Pachyptila salvini) 
A species rarely recorded in SEQ waters, until now beach washed specimens only. 
3 birds together close to the vessel on 17th Jul. 27 48.20S/153 55.0E, although there could have been more. 
Record to be submitted to BQRAC. 
 
Antarctic Prion (Pachyptila desolata) 
Sporadic Winter visitor, some years in good numbers. 
A single on 18th Jun. 27.44.55S/153 57.18E. A total of 16 on 17th Jul. during a relatively short drift, 27 
49.52S/153 54.38E to 27 48.20S/153 55.00E, with a maximum single count of 8 at the start of the drift. 
 
Slender-billed Prion (Pachyptila belcheri) 
A rare Winter visitor to SEQ waters. 
2 sighted on 17th Jul. 27 49.52S/153 54.38E. 
 
Fairy Prion (Pachyptila turtur) 
Erratic winter visitor June-August, some years more numerous than in others, depending on sea-surface temps. 
On 17th Jul. a total of 20 birds sighted in both shelf and slope waters ranging from 27 56.40S/153 28.30E out to 
27 48.20S/153 55.00E, with the largest single count of 6, 27 52.56S/153 38.06E, well and truly back into shelf 
waters. 
 
Black Petrel (Procellaria parkinsoni) 
A very rare Spring/Autumn passage migrant. 
Surprisingly, two summer records this year, a first for Southport. A single on 19th Feb. 27 47.51S/153 55.57E 
and a single on 17th Dec. 27 51.11S/153 54.25E. 
 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater (Puffinus pacifica) 
Common Summer visitor and local colony breeder August-April, with large local colonies on Mudjimba Island 
on the Sunshine Coast and on Cook Island off Fingal Head, Tweed Coast, NSW. 
A total of 153 on 19th Feb with a maximum of 60 together out to 27 45.02S/153 57.30E. Highest Autumn count 
on 19th Mar. with 347 (200) out to 27 44.45S/153 57.12E. By Apr. 16th numbers had dropped to 19 out 27 
50.04S/153 57.32E. First birds recorded for the Spring on 20th Aug. when 294 sighted max. 150 from just 
offshore to 27 52.27S/153 51.44E. Much reduced numbers on 17th Sep. with just 32 (10) out to 27 54.41S/153 
58.05E, on 16th Oct 121 (60) mostly out wide to 27 48.36S/153 55.37E. Really low numbers on 19th November, 
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mainly foraging single birds, total 21 and not much better on 17th Dec. with 63 sighted out to 27 51.45S/153 
54.35E, with the highest count of 30 just 4 nautical miles offshore. 
 
Flesh-footed Shearwater (Puffinus carneipes) 
A once common & numerous summer visitor, September – April, now in much lower numbers. 
Continuing on with the low numbers, with the years high count of 19 on 19th Mar. 27 52.49S/153 41.40E to  
27 47.02S/153 56.54E. Three single birds on 16th Apr. 27 52.36S/153 57.29E, 27 53.05S/153 57.27E & 
27 54.21S/153 53.00E. First returning birds in the Spring on 16th Oct. with 5 only 27 54.10S/153 31.48E –  
27 48.36S/153 55.37E. Finally a single on 17th Dec. 27 55.13S/153 33.21E. 
 
Short-tailed Shearwater (Puffinus tenuirostris) 
A sometimes numerous Spring passage migrant, with small numbers still trickling through into summer. less so 
in Autumn. 
Recorded on 16th Apr. Only in the first half of the year, 2 singles, 27 54.05S/153 57.34E & 27 54.41S/ 
153 48.03E. In the Spring not recorded until 19th Nov. when 91 sighted in several south moving parties from  
27 55.03S/153 34.01E to 27 50.48S/153 58.12E. Even larger numbers moving south on 17th Dec. with 181, 
ranging from 27 56.08/153 26.31E out to 27 54.11S/153 36.29E. 
 
Fluttering Shearwater (Puffinus gavia) 
A common, mainly Autumn/ Winter visitor which tends to form large feeding flocks close inshore and not 
usually encountered in any numbers on pelagic trips. 
Extremely scarce offshore this year with just single birds on 19th Mar. 27 52.42S/153 35.10E, 16th Apr.  
27 56.00S/153 31.07E and 17th Dec. 27 55.06S/153 31.11E 
 
Hutton’s Shearwater (Puffinus huttoni) 
A common visitor from New Zealand, occurring any time of the year. Sighted off the Shelf more often than the 
preceding species. 
A single on 19th Feb. 27 55.00S/153 28.25E, on 19th Mar. 13 sighted between 27 55.11S/153 28.01E &  
27 52.18S/153 43.35E. Another single on 16th Apr. 27 54.40S/153 37.06E. A peak count of 21 on 20th Aug.  
27 54.31S/153 30.08E out to 27 52.13S/153 51.37E. 
 
Tahiti Petrel (Pseudobulweria rostrata) 
A common Summer visitor, mainly September-April but has been recorded every month of the year, numbers 
usually peaking  around Feb/Mar. when birds are returning to breeding sites in New Caledonia. Doesn’t usually 
tolerate water temperatures  < 23° C. 
10 sighted on 19th Feb. 27 47.35S/153 56.48E to 27 46.11S/153 57.10E. Numbers rising then to 20 on 19th Mar. 
27 50.05S/153 53.41E – 27 44.45S/153 57.12E and again on 16th Apr. with an Autumn peak of 26 ranging from  
27 55.17S/153 38.32E out to 27 49.41S/153 57.32E. Not sighted again then until 16th Oct. when 9 sighted,  
27 52.49S/153 54.47E – 27 50.52S/153 55.10E. Single birds only on 19th Nov. 27 48.10S/153 57.59E & 17th 
Dec. 27 51.14S/153 54.35E. 
 
Kermadec Petrel (Pterodroma neglecta) 
An uncommon visitor, has been recorded most months of the year. 
Recorded on 3 different months for 2011, a single pale-phased bird on 16th Apr. 27 52.36S/153 57.29E, 4 birds, 
all dark-phase on 17th Jul. 27 53.43S/153 32.24E  (1) & 27 49.26S/153 54.45E (3). Finally a single dark-phased 
bird on 17th Dec. 27 51.10S/153 54.20E. 
 
Great-winged Petrel (Pterodroma macroptera) 
An uncommon, mainly summer visitor. 
A single on 19th Feb. 27 55.00S/153 28.25E, only a couple of miles offshore. 3 on 18th Jun. ranging from 27 
46.29S/153 57.39E to 27 48.06S/153 57.58, the latter bird being P. m. macroptera, the first recorded sighting in 
Queensland. A total of 7 sighted on 17th Dec. 27.51.03S/153 53.36E to 27 51.08S/153 54.12E. 
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Providence Petrel (Pterodroma solandri) 
A common Winter visitor breeding on Lord Howe Island some 800 kilometres to the southeast. 
First returning birds were on 16th Apr. with 13 sighted, 27 54.56S/153 44.09E out to 27 50.04S/153 57.32E. 
Probably the highest recorded numbers for the region on 18th Jun. with 222 sighted from 27 52.24S/153 42.53E 
to 27 48.45S/153 58.06E. Back to more normal numbers on 17th Jul. with 19, 27 53.43S/153 32.24E –  
27 48.20S/153 55.00E & 43 on 20th Aug. 27 when all just around the Shelf-break at 27 51.11S/153 51.05E. 18 
present on 17th Sep. 27 44.54S/153 57.10E – 27 54.41S/153 58.05E and finally the last of the year, with 37 0n 
the 16th Oct, 27 48.58S/153 53.41E to 27 48.50S/153 55.35E. 
 
Gould’s Petrel (Pterodroma leucoptera) 
An uncommon Spring/Autumn passage bird and Summer visitor. 
In the first part of the year, a single on 19th Feb. 27 46.11S/153 57.10E. Unprecedented numbers on 17th Dec. 
with a total of 25 between 27 51.19S/153 52.14E and 27 51.12S/153 54.29E. 
 
White-necked Petrel (Pterodroma cervicalis) 
An uncommon Summer visitor. 
A single in the first half of the year on 19th Feb. 27 47.15S/ 153 56.53E, then a single on 17th Dec.  
27 51.04S/153 53.45E. 
  
Black-winged Petrel (Pterodroma nigripennis) 
Uncommon Spring/Autumn passage bird and Summer visitor, 
Unprecedented numbers on 17th Dec. with 8 sighted between 27 52.14S/153 47.08E and 27 51.11S/153 54.25E. 
 
PHALACROCORACIFORMES 
Sulidae 
 
Australasian Gannet (Morus serrator) 
Common winter visitor from New Zealand late April-Oct. 
A single on 16th Apr. just outside the Seaway was a very early bird for the region. 28 sighted on 18th Jun. from 
just outside the Seaway, out across the Shelf almost to the Shelf-break at 27 51.13S/153 48.21E. 20 on 17th Jul. 
from outside the Seaway to just a couple of miles short of the Shelf-break 27 49.48S/153 49.43E and reduced 
numbers on 20th Aug with 8, out to 27 52.21S/153 41.49E. Last birds for the year on 17th Sep with 5 birds 
present all within 5 nautical miles of the Seaway. 
 
Phalacrocoracidae 
 
Little Pied Cormorant (Microcarbo melanoleucos) 
Only occasionally sighted outside the seaway. 
3 together on 18th Jun. at 27 52.04S/153 36.59E, heading back toward shore. 
 
Little Black Cormorant (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris) 
Regularly sighted, usually on or behind returning trawlers. 
16 on 19th Mar, festooned on and following returning trawlers not far outside the Seaway and 6 in similar 
circumstances on 19th Nov. 
 
Pied Cormorant (Phalacrocorax varius) 
As with above but usually in smaller numbers. 
A single on 19th Feb, 3 on 19th Mar. and 1 on 16th Oct. all around trawlers returning, just outside the Seaway. 
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CHARADRIIFORMES 
Stercorariidae 
 
 
Brown Skua (Stercorarius antarcticus) 
An infrequent Winter visitor, May-Aug, possibly associated with prion influxes. 
A single bird, in heavy moult hanging around a fishing charter vessel on 17th Jul. 27 55.05S/153 29.10E, just a 
couple of miles offshore. 
 
Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus) 
The most often encountered of the group, in the region Spring to Autumn. 
A total of  9 around trawlers on 19th Feb, 27 54.49S/153 29.51E, an Autumn peak of 17 on 19th Mar. with up to 
8 together, 27 55.39S/153 27.01 to 27 44.30S/153 57.23E. The final birds for the first half of the year were 2 on 
16th Apr. 27 52.36S/153 57.29E. First returning birds of the Spring on 19th Nov. with singles at 27 47.00S/ 
153 57.50E & 27 55.14S/153 32.25E. Finally singles on 17th Dec. 27 55.44S/153 28.19E & 27 51.03S/ 
153 53.36E. 
 
Arctic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) 
Most often occurs in inshore waters in SEQ and not recorded on trips as often as the above species. 
Recorded  in the first half of the year only, with a single on 19th Feb. 27 54.49S/153 29.51E, 3 birds on 19th Mar. 
with a single at 27 55.39S/153 27.01E and 2 birds out wide 2747.27S/153 56.26E. On 16th Apr. A single bird 
again out wide 27 52.36S/153 57.29E. 
 
Laridae 
 
Common Noddy (Anous stolidus) 
Frequent visitor, which can occur any time of year. 
Low numbers this year and recorded on one day only, 3 single birds on 18th Jun. 27 45.11S/153 55.00E,  
27 44.27S/153 56.54E, 27 46.12S/153 57.36E  respectively. 
 
Black Noddy (Anous minutes) 
Infrequent visitor to SEQ waters. 
A single adult came to the vessel momentarily on 19th Mar. 27 46.42S/153 56.40E 
 
White Tern (Gygis alba) 
Uncommon visitor to SEQ waters Jan-Apr. 
An immature bird passed in front of the vessel on 19th Mar. 27 47.27S/153 56.26E. 
 
Sooty Tern (Onychoprion fuscata) 
Far more commonly encountered than Bridled Tern, occurring throughout the year but mostly Summer months. 
Just two records this year, with 3 on 19th Feb. 27 47.13S/153 56.36E & a single bird on 16th Oct. 27 48.36S/ 
153 55.37E. 
 
Little Tern (Sternula albifrons) 
Small numbers breeding locally on the larger sand islands but most birds summer visitors from northern Asia. 
Recorded in the first half of the year only, on both occasions in feeding flocks within a couple of nautical miles 
of the Southport Seaway. 40 on 19th Feb. and 10 on 19th Mar. 
 
Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) 
Although seasonally common in SEQ, not often sighted outside the Seaway. 
2 single birds on 19th Mar. one just outside the Seaway and another a couple of miles offshore, both feeding with 
other tern species. 
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Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) 
Common in SEQ but only rarely sighted outside the Seaway. 
2 on 19th Mar. just outside the Seaway returning to shore, probably involved with the busy trawler activity on 
the day. 
 
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 
Summer visitor, with small numbers, probably immature birds, overwintering. 
On 19th Feb. a feeding party of 60 a couple of miles offshore & on 19th Mar. 10 birds just after leaving the 
Seaway in the morning and a feeding party of 300 just a couple of miles out from the Seaway on return in the 
afternoon. On the 17th Dec. a feeding party of 150 just outside the Seaway. 
 
Crested Tern (Thalasseus bergii) 
Common, breeds locally on Cook Island off Fingal Head, NSW. 
Recorded on every trip with largest counts on 19th Feb. (275), 19th Mar (389) and 19th Nov. (119). The widest 
out from shore recorded for 2011 was 27 47.15S/153 56.53E on 19th Feb. 27 45.25S/153 57.12E on 17th Sep.& 
27 47.27S/153 57.54E on 19th Nov.  
 
Silver Gull (Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae) 
Common locally, breeds. Mainly associated with trawler activity 
Recorded most months and nearly always involved with trawlers, the highest count on 19th Mar. of 150, a day of 
high trawler activity 27 55.44S/153 27.14E. The widest record was of 35 around a trawler on 19th Aug. 27 
54.31S/153 30.08E or approx. 4 nautical miles offshore. 
 
 

Monthly Maxima Table 

Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
White-tailed Tropicbird  1 - -  - - - - - - - 
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel  - - 13  30 6 7 2 68 3 2 
New Zealand Storm-Petrel  - - -  1 - - - - - - 
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel  - - -  9 - 5 19 12 - - 
Black-browed Albatross  - - -  - 3 1 - - - - 
New Zealand White-capped Albatross  - - -  - - 1 - - - - 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross  - - -  - 22 1 - - - - 
Buller’s Albatross  - - -  - 1 - - - - - 
Salvin’s Prion  - - -  - 3 - - - - - 
Antarctic Prion  - - -  1 16 - - - - - 
Slender-billed Prion  - - -  - 2 - - - - - 
Fairy Prion  - - -  - 20 - - - - - 
Black Petrel  - - -  - - - - - - 1 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater  153 347 19  - - 294 32 121 21 63 
Flesh-footed Shearwater  - 19 3  - - - - 5 - 1 
Short-tailed Shearwater  - - 2  - - - - - 91 181 
Fluttering Shearwater  - 1 1  - - - - - - 1 
Hutton’s Shearwater  1 13 1  - - 21 - - - - 
Tahiti Petrel  10 20 26  - - - - 9 1 1 
Kermadec Petrel  - - 1  - 4 - - - - 1 
Great-winged Petrel  1 - -  3 - - - - - 7 
Providence Petrel  - - 13  222 39 43 18 37 - - 
Gould’s Petrel  1 - -  - - - - - - 25 
Black-winged Petrel  - - -  - - - - - - 8 
White-necked Petrel  1 - -  - - - - - - 1 
Australasian Gannet  - - 1  28 20 8 5 - - - 
Little Pied Cormorant  - - -  3 - - - - - - 
Little Black Cormorant  - 16 -  - - - - - 6 - 
Pied Cormorant  1 3 -  - - - - 1 - - 
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Brown Skua  - - -  - 1 - - - - - 
Pomarine Jaeger  9 17 2  - - - - - 2 2 
Arctic Jaeger  1 3 1  - - - - - - - 
Common Noddy  - - -  3 - - - - - - 
Black Noddy  - 1 -  - - - - - - - 
White Tern  - 1 -  - - - - - - - 
Sooty Tern  3 - -  - - - - 1 - - 
Little Tern  40 10 -  - - - - - - - 
Gull-billed Tern  - 2 -  - - - - - - - 
Caspian Tern  - 2 -  - - - - - - - 
Common Tern  60 310 -  - - - - - - 150 
Crested Tern  275 389 5  6 16 11 9 31 119 53 
Silver Gull  50 152 -  1 8 49 1 2 6 15 
             
             

 

 
 
 
 

Pelagic Photography  
by Brian Russell. 

 
 
 
While this topic can cover such a broad area of photography, in this article, I will focus on some of the 
equipment and techniques used on board the MV Grinner as it travels to the shelf and back on most months of 
the year. The purpose of course is to record some of the expected and the unexpected species that pass our 
vessel. This year there were instances when good photographic evidence provided confirmation ID that couldn’t 
be confirmed at the time due to a single ‘fly by’.  I continue to be amazed by the quality of images we are now 
attaining with digital cameras, far superior to what I was able to achieve with film. Pelagic photography can be 
enormously rewarding and just as frustrating as it is totally different to any land based photographic experience 
you have ever had. It can be likened to attempting motor sport photography while the ground beneath you is 
behaving more like an earthquake. At least in motor sport photography the subject is moving in one dimension, 
not so in pelagic photography. A Gould’s Petrel, even in a 15 knot breeze, can change direction anywhere, 
anytime in its three dimensional environment. 
 
Camera Selection: 
 
A digital SLR (DSLR) is my choice of basic equipment. The larger sensors size of the DSLR – from 4/3, to the 
APS-C to the APS-H (Canon only) right up to the full frame sensor (24 x 36mm) become particularly important 
when subject may be small in the frame due to the camera to subject distance. The APS-C sensor size appears to 
be the most popular and provides that bit more ‘reach’ with the 1.5 – 1.6 crop factor. The quality of the latest 
sensors greatly assists in maintaining sufficient detail in the subject even after significant cropping. Of more 
recent times, the APS-C sensors are appearing in some of the high end ‘point and shoots’ and future 
developments in this area of the market may be of interest to the casual ‘sea birder’ as long as there is sufficient 
‘reach’ in the attached telephoto lens.  More about lenses in the discussion on lens selection.  Any of the major 
manufacturers offer DSLRs that are more than up to the task of pelagic photography. However like all things, 
some are more suited than others. Post film days I have used numerous DSLR bodies – Konica Minolta, Sony 
and now Canon and gained worthwhile images with all. Currently I use either a Canon 7D or a Canon 1D Mark 
IV. I should make it clear from the out set that I am not employed or paid by Canon nor do I have an shares in 
the company ( other than the dollars they have extracted from in getting my kit together) 
 
Weather Sealing:  
 
The marine environment is an extremely harsh environment and any equipment involving electronics is a target 
for the corrosive action of salt air and water. When choosing a camera body for sea birding, look for one that 
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offers good weather sealing. It will last you a lot longer and it will be less likely to fail on you at the wrong 
moment. Bodies without weather sealing will most likely need to be replaced more frequently as the internal 
electronics suffer the ravages of the salty environment. 
 
Frame Rate: 
 
Until the Sony SLT-77 was announced in late 2011, most high end APS-C cameras offered frame rates of 
between 5 and 10 frames per second. The Sony SLT-77 specifications suggest speeds of up to 12 frames per 
second. More recently the soon to be released Canon 1Dx will deliver 12 frames per second on a full frame 
sensor (24 x 36mm). Clearly the higher the frame rate, the higher the potential success in obtaining an image 
displaying the salient ID features of the subject. Getting both dorsal and ventral views with wings at full 
extension is always my goal. 
 
Lens Selection: 
 
The challenges of pelagic photography are such that the subjects will vary in size from the diminutive Wilson’s 
Storm Petrel to the enormity of the majestic Wandering Albatross. Not only their size but their distance from the 
boat will vary, which makes a zoom lens the most versatile tool to have in your kit. A review of the lenses seen 
on board tend to vary from the 70-200 zoom (+/- tele-converters), 100-400 zooms, 300mm primes to the 170-
500mm zooms. I once saw a 500mm Canon prime lens being used, but I don’t know how successful they were 
on the day. The MV Grinner is only an 11.3 m vessel and I have struggled to keep a 300mm f2.8 prime on a 
subject as vessel moves with the swell. This was more my issue and the size and weight of a 300mm 2.8 can get 
tiring over a few hours of hand holding. My preferred lens at the moment is the Canon 70-200mm f2.8 L IS II 
and I will couple this with either a 1.4x or 2x tele-converter. Historically, I have never been a big fan of tele-
converters (extenders as Canon labels them), especially when they are attached to zoom lenses. However, the 
latest Series III Extender offerings from Canon perform exceptionally well with my zoom lens. I often attach 
one of the extenders en route to the shelf and for a period after arrival at the drift point. Once the birds begin to 
feed on the berley and are approaching the vessel quite closely, I will generally switch to the bare zoom. More 
recently the new Canon 70-300mm IS L lens has made an appearance on the boat and has had excellent success. 
Zoom lenses offer the versatility of filling the frame with the larger sea birds that feed at the back of the boat 
from time to time, while the full zoom brings those ‘fly bys’ to a reasonable size in the frame.  
Be aware that weather sealing is equally important with lenses. Some of the push-pull type zooms can act as a 
vacuum cleaner. On land they can suck in dust, but on the ocean they can suck salty air into the inner workings 
of the lens resulting in costly repairs. I am reliably informed that such repairs can be at least 1/3 the original cost 
of your lens. 
 
Useful accessories: 
 
Lens Filters: I always have a high quality clear or UV lens filter on any of my sea birding lenses. Apart from 
the obvious protection a filter will afford the front element of the lens, I would rather regularly clean a filter than 
the front element and its coatings as the lens will get wet from sea spray and rain. I always buy a high quality 
filter as I see no point in spending a ‘motza’ on a high quality lens and placing a piece of cheap window glass on 
the front of it that can only degrade the final image. 
Polarizing lenses are tempting on days when the ocean is azure blue, but I find the loss of light due to the filter 
negatively impacts on my quest to keep the shutter speed up as high as possible and achieve a reasonable depth 
of field. But more discussion on shutter speeds and f stops in the section on techniques. 
 
Hanging on to your setup:  I gave away using neck straps on boats a long time ago. I find them a nuisance as 
they allow your camera and lens to swing around banging into gunnels, other photographers and their gear. I had 
tried the hand straps that are available from the manufacturer of your camera body or from the off market 
suppliers. These are used quite successfully on board, but I still had concerns about my gear being knocked from 
my hands if I lost balance during an unexpected wave. Yes these unexpected and sharp swells will come from 
time to time, almost invariably get you while you are concentrating on following a bird on the opposite side of 
the vessel. Some years ago I came across a product manufactured in the USA called the ‘Cotton Carrier’. A 
Google search will allow you to find their web site with a full description of the system. My last visit to the 
Photocontinental Photographic store in Brisbane revealed that the product is now available locally.  
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Essentially, the Cotton Carrier it is a chest harness system that 
allows you to attach your camera and lens firmly to your body 
during periods when you are not photographing. (seen here 
with photographs of Paul Walbridge replete with a Cotton 
Carrier setup plus LowePro Field Station & associated gear ). 
This system allows you to move freely around the vessel with 
both hands free in the knowledge that your camera and lens 
will not be swinging wildly into other obstacles or people. A 
simple ‘keyed’ stud attaches to either the tripod mount on the 
lens or the camera body. By turning your camera setup 90 
degrees it allows you to slide your gear up and out of keyway 
on the chest harness. This keyway arrangement stops the 
camera and lens ‘popping up’ out of the carrier as you move 
around the boat. If you are interested I would refer you to the 
video on the web site. The system also allows for a second 
body and lens to be secured at the hip area, a functionality I 
intend to make use of on an extended sea birding trip on a 
larger vessel across the Australian Bight later this year. One 
more safety feature I very much like is the short safety strap 
that attaches between the body and the chest harness and acts as 
a ‘catcher’ should your camera be unexpectedly knocked from 
your hand.  (again, watch the video). I have no financial 

connection with this product, but recognise it as a very useful accessory for sea birding photography.  
 

Technique: 
 
Image Capture: 
There are numerous books and articles on the web around the 
merits of RAW vs. JPEG. Therefore I won’t discuss this topic 
any further here other than to say that for my purposes I will 
always shoot RAW format as it gives me the most amount of 
unprocessed detail in the image and allows me to maintain 
detail when significant cropping is required. Similarly I won’t 
discuss post processing of images here either as the topic is far 
too extensive or most people have their own preferred 
workflow systems. 
 
Lighting: 
Unlike land photography where you may choose to come back 
another day to obtain better light, what you get on the day of 
the pelagic trip needs to be managed as it presents itself. 
Lighting can vary from bright sunshine to dark and stormy and 
all the nuances in between. At the drift point, the positioning of 
the boat is up to the skipper and will be dependent upon the 
direction of the current, the wind and the swell. I prefer to shoot 
with sun behind me where possible. Shooting into the sun is my 

least favoured option, but will need to be done at times and you will need to ensure you make appropriate 
exposure compensations to maintain detail in your subject. In such situations I deliberately overexpose by at 
least one stop to ensure detail in the bird as there is nothing worse than just a silhouette of your subject. 
 
Shutter speeds and F stops: Without starting a debate on the pros and cons of aperture preferred versus shutter 
preferred, the simple fact is that it probably doesn’t matter. It will be your choice and what you feel comfortable 
with. My preferred approach is aperture priority, but rarely let my shutter speed go below 1/1000 sec.  Typically 
I work around f6.7 - f8 and let the camera decide on the shutter speed. On cloudy days I may need to revise that 
working aperture and open up the lens to keep the shutter faster than 1/1000 sec. The end game is to get a sharp 
image of the subject with as much depth of field as possible. 
On days when the lighting is constant I will often switch to manual metering. This maintains a constant 
exposure on the bird and it doesn’t matter if the background is light blue sky or deep azure blue of the ocean as 
this range in contrast will have no effect on the final exposure of the subject as it would if you were shooting in 
one of the available auto modes (Av or Tv). 
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Metering Modes & Exposure: Like all modern digital cameras you are provided with a number of choices 
when it comes to metering modes. From Spot Metering through Centre Weighted to Full Frame  evaluation and 
a number of variations on these themes, dependent upon the manufacturer. Again there is no right or wrong 
approach here, as long as you understand what each mode is attempting to do and apply that rationale to the 
situation in front of you. Because I avoid ‘shooting into the light’ my preferred approach is for full frame 
evaluation (Canon call it Evaluative). My reasons include, but are not limited to: 

• I have become familiar with the way it works and can easily make minor adjustments in exposure by 
using the thumb wheel at the back of the camera to override the camera selected exposure. The amount 
of override will be dependent upon the scene in front of me. Typically I will work in the +1/3 to + 2/3 
exposure. Monitoring the image on screen at the rear of camera along with the histogram is one of the 
greatest advances digital imaging has delivered to photographers. I will monitor the exposures after 
each flyby session. With light skies and reflective ocean, I prefer to have the histogram pushed to the 
right as it will maintain detail when light values are adjusted down in your post capture processing as 
opposed to original underexposure which has tendency to introduce noise when the levels are adjusted 
up in your post capture processing. (eg attempting to reveal detail in the shaded under wing) 

 
• The subject, by and large, occupies a relatively small area of the viewfinder and the only real constant 

is the background. So it won’t matter if, for example I am photographing the dark dorsal side of a 
Tahiti Petrel or the light ventral aspect, as the resulting exposures will be relatively constant due to the 
major influence of the background on the final exposure. Consider, if I had used Spot Metering (and 
assume I could keep the ‘spot’ on the bird), the dark dorsal aspect would deliver a completely different 
exposure to the much lighter ventral aspect. Before switching to spot metering, I would suggest you 
review your images and see how many birds are in the ‘dead centre’ of the frame and where they are, 
how many images are there where the ‘Centre Spot’ from where the exposure is determined entirely 
covers the subject. If your success rate was not good then you are making it difficult to obtain 
consistency in your exposures and you will give yourself more work in your post capture processing 
workflow. 

 
ISO Settings: Prior to digital cameras decent transparency film stock was really limited to around ISO100, now 
we have the luxury of ISO 400 equivalent without the golf ball size grain. My preferred ISO is 400, but on 
dismal days I have used up to ISO 800. 
 
Care of equipment.  
 
On board care:  

• A well padded camera bag is a must, as movement of stowed bags and other gear will occur, 
particularly in rough seas. It is not uncommon for your camera bag to end up under someone else’s 
gear and so you really want to protect your investment.  

• There are various lens protection gear available. I tend to use a product called ‘Lens Coat TM’, which is 
a neoprene product specifically manufactured for individual lenses, with most popular lenses catered 
for. This product fits quite snugly but it is my practice to remove and wash after each sea trip. It is quite 
useful in protecting your lenses from bumps and knocks and keeps the paint work from becoming 
chipped. There are a variety of camouflage patterns – usually reflecting the requirements and the 
environments of North America. I believe the pattern is irrelevant at sea but because I photograph 
Australia bush birds as well, I have found the colour and pattern of the Lens Coat TM “Real Tree Max4 
HD TM” to be more suitable to Australian bush. 

• There are also a number of products in the form of loose fitting ‘rain coats’ that could be considered as 
well in protecting cameras and lenses from rain etc – not just on the boat but on land as well. However 
I have no experience with these. 

 
After trip care: 
After every sea trip I wipe down the camera and lens with a wet (but rung out) micro fibre cloth or sponge and I 
then repeat this process a second time. I then wipe over the gear with a slightly damp micro fibre cloth and 
allow to air dry in a well ventilated area.  
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THE IDENTIFICATION OF PROCELLARIA PETRELS - Robert P Morris (2012) 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
 
There are currently five recognised species in the genus of petrel ‘Procellaria’. All five are medium to large 
petrels which inhabit the southern oceans, particularly during their breeding cycles: four of the five are 
predominantly dark brown to black (White-chinned Petrel P. aequinoctialis, Spectacled Petrel P. conspicillata, 
Westland Petrel P. westlandica, and Black (or Parkinson’s) Petrel P. parkinsoni) and one is dark grey/brown 
with off white under-parts (Grey Petrel P. cinerea).  
 
This identification note primarily discusses the identification of the four all dark Procellaria petrels, although it 
does briefly review the identification of, and illustrate, the fifth species, Grey Petrel, for completeness. 
Discussion of the separation of dark Procellaria petrels from Flesh-footed Shearwater Ardenna carneipes is also 
considered (see also The Petrel - 2010 (Stewart, D.) for further notes on dark shearwaters). Separation from all 
dark Pterodroma petrels (such as Great-winged and Providence Petrels) should be relatively straight forward on 
size, flight, structure, bill colour and under-wing patterns. 
 
Grey Petrel is quite distinct from the other four species of Procellaria petrels named above. The dark grey-
brown upperparts, hooded appearance from below and off-white under-parts separate it from all other species in 
this genus. In fact, with good views, Grey Petrel is very distinct from all other seabirds likely to be seen in 
Australian waters (see Plates 1 and 2). Pizzey and Knight (2007) suggest Grey Petrel may need separating from 
White-headed Petrel Pterodroma lessoni. It is felt confusion with White-headed Petrel is actually highly 
unlikely, and could only arise if views were poor, distant and/or brief (see Plate 3a and 3b for comparison). 
 

 
Plate 1. Grey Petrel (under-parts) – at sea approximately 70NM south of Tasmania (Rob 
Morris) July 2009. Grey Petrel is a bird of colder waters normally only being seen off the 
south of Australia e.g. Tasmania and Victoria in the winter and early spring. 
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Plate 2. Grey Petrel (upper-parts) – at sea approximately 70NM south of Tasmania 
(Rob Morris) 
 
 

  
Plate 3a. White-headed Petrel (upper-parts) – at sea 
approximately 30NM south of Tasmania (Rob Morris) 

Plate 3b. White-headed Petrel (under-parts) – at sea 
approximately 30NM south of Tasmania (Rob 
Morris) 
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STATUS AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE FOUR ‘DARK’ PROCELLARIA PETRELS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of the Procellaria petrels inhabit cool to cold water areas of the southern oceans although Black Petrel does 
migrate to equatorial waters in the central and eastern Pacific Ocean in the southern winter. 
 
White-chinned Petrel has a circumpolar distribution breeding in the South Atlantic, southern Indian Ocean and 
on a number of New Zealand’s southern sub-Antarctic islands. In Australia, this species occurs from southern 
Western Australia along the south coast and north to south-east Queensland where it is a vagrant. It is most 
commonly encountered off Victoria and Tasmania in the spring and summer. It is the commonest Procellaria in 
Australian waters. 
 
Spectacled Petrel is a recently split species from White-chinned Petrel (Onley & Scofield, 2007). It is an 
endemic breeder on Tristan de Cunha (Inaccessible Island). It generally disperses west towards southern Brazil, 
although it is also recorded from Namibia and South Africa e.g. from Cape Town pelagic trips. It has not been 
recorded from Australian mainland waters, although it could potentially occur; the most likely location being off 
Western Australia.  
 
Westland Petrel and Black Petrel are both endemic breeders to New Zealand. Westland Petrel is a winter 
breeder on the west coast of the northern part of South Island (Paparoa Ranges). The majority of the population 
migrates eastwards across the Pacific to Chilean waters from November to March (Onley & Scofield, 2007). 
There have been a number of records of Westland Petrel from eastern Australia, from Tasmania to south-east 
Queensland. Apart from the unrecorded Spectacled Petrel, it is the rarest Procellaria in Australian waters with 
most records occurring in the summer months (HANZAB, Vol. 1 1990). 
 
Black Petrels breed in the comparatively warmer waters off the north of North Island, New Zealand, on Great 
and Little Barrier Islands. They are a late spring / summer breeder with autumn dispersal north-east across the 
Pacific to waters off Central America and northern South America (e.g. the Peruvian Current). Black Petrels 
occur with reasonable regularity (annually) along the east coast of Australia from south-east Queensland to 
Victoria with most records off NSW. It is most commonly recorded in October and November when it is 
presumably on its southbound migration back to New Zealand, although there are summer and autumn records. 
 
 
IDENTIFICATION 
General 
The identification of the four dark Procellaria petrels requires a focus on a few specific features:  

• size and shape; 
• facial markings; and 
• the bill colour and pattern.  

 
In order to be certain of the identity of any given all dark Procellaria, it is necessary to obtain good views and 
preferably take photographs.  Westland, White-chinned and Spectacled Petrels are all distinctly larger than 
Black Petrel. Black Petrel is actually closer in size to a Flesh-footed Shearwater. However, size is of course a 
relative feature and thus it does depend on what other species of seabird are available for comparison. Table 1 
below sets out the biometrics of these species with Flesh-footed Shearwater’s biometrics given for comparison. 
  



27 
 

Table 1 – Biometric data of dark Procellaria Petrels and Flesh-footed Shearwater 

Species  Wing span (cm) Total Length (cm) Weight (kg) 
White-chinned Petrel 134 - 147 51 – 58 1.28 - 1.39 
Spectacled Petrel Not recorded 55 1.01 - 1.31 
Westland Petrel 135 – 140 50 – 55 1.2 
Black Petrel 115 46 0.68 – 0.72 
Flesh-footed Shearwater 110-120 46 – 48 0.53 – 0.75 
 
Separation of these species on flight and behavioural characteristics (‘jizz’) alone is difficult if not impossible as 
wind speed, wind direction and general flight mode of birds (e.g. migrating as opposed to feeding) adds a huge 
degree of variability to flight ‘jizz’ on any given day. Flight ‘jizz’ should be considered in conjunction with 
other features described below. One feature to note in flight, which all four of the dark Procellaria show, is foot 
projection beyond a relatively short tail. It makes the tail look slightly ‘pointed’. This is a good feature to check 
when you see a potential Procellaria to eliminate Flesh-footed Shearwater. Also of note is that all four 
Procellaria petrels have dark feet, which is another good feature when separating them from Flesh-footed 
Shearwater, which shows fleshy, pink feet. 
 
The bill pattern is one of the major features to consider in the identification of species in this group (see Plate 4 
and Appendix A for bill structure nomenclature) and photographs of the bill pattern will assist greatly in 
identification and getting records of vagrants accepted. There is a word of caution to note here – bill variability 
and wear plays a role on older birds and I have seen for example (and illustrated below see Plate 9) Westland 
Petrels with worn bill tips (maxillary unguis and mandibular unguis plates (the tip of the upper and lower 
mandibles respectively)) which look pale and not characteristically black. 
 

 

 

 
Plate 4. Typical head and bill patterns of the four, predominantly dark, Procellaria Petrels (Shirihai 
(2008) The Complete Guide to Antarctic Wildlife 2nd Ed). (not to scale) 
 
White-chinned Petrel (Plates 5-6) 
As its name suggests, most White-chinned Petrels show a white chin. This can clearly be seen in Plates 4 and 
5a&b below. However, it should be noted that the white chin can be very restricted in nature and often difficult 
to see at sea, particularly when birds are flying. The ‘white chin’ also shows some geographical variation with 
birds in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans showing more white on average than Pacific birds (Howell, 2006). Some 
birds from the Pacific region e.g. from New Zealand (P. Walbridge, pers. comm. from specimen examinations) 
show no white on the chin at all, so great care should be taken when identifying possible Westland or Black 
Petrels to eliminate a White-chinned Petrel – with a totally dark chin. 
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Plate 5a. White–chinned 
Petrel 
 
Kaikoura, New Zealand 
(Rob Morris) December 
2009 
 
Plate 5b. A close up of the 
head and bill (of the above 
bird) 
 
Kaikoura, New Zealand 
(Rob Morris) December 
2009 
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Plate 6.  White-chinned Petrel – Ulladulla  (Paul Walbridge) October 2008. Note the heavy bill and 
‘bull-headed’ appearance. 
 
 
Key Features of White-chinned Petrel: 
• It is the largest Procellaria overall, but overlaps in size with Westland and Spectacled Petrels; 
• Normally has a distinct white chin of varying extent. However, be aware of birds which show little 

(just a few feathers) or no white on the chin, particularly in the Pacific region. 
• The bill is a pale horn / yellow colour, generally with a pale tip i.e. lacking a distinct black tip on the 

lower and upper mandibles shown by Black and Westland Petrels. Some White-chinned Petrels can 
however show more black on the tip of the bill than the ‘normal’ birds; 

• The naricorn and culminicorn is normally dark, but the sulcus is normally pale yellow;; 
• The feet project just beyond the tail giving a distinctive pointed diamond shaped tail impression. 

 
Spectacled Petrel (not illustrated – see Plate 4 above) 
As its name suggests, Spectacled Petrels generally show a large white spectacle around the eye which is 
normally broken on the crown. However, the extent of the white spectacle is quite variable. Apart from this, the 
species is quite similar to White-chinned Petrel. Further identification tips are discussed below. 
 
Key Features of Spectacled Petrel: 
• It is thought to be slightly 5% smaller than White-chinned Petrel on average but biometric data is 

limited; 
• It has a distinct white spectacle of varying extent (see plate 4); 
• The bill is a pale horn / yellow colour, with a dark grey / black tip on the lower and upper mandibles. 

Otherwise the bill is similar to White-chinned; 
• Note that partially albino White-chinned Petrels never show white spectacles but may have extensive 

white on the chin, throat and nape; 
• The feet project beyond the tail giving a distinctive pointed diamond shaped tail impression. 
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Westland Petrel (plates 7-10) 
Westland Petrel shows no white on its face or chin (see Plates 7-10 below). It is a large Procellaria, which 
overlaps in size with White-chinned Petrel but is generally 5% smaller, which is not likely to be noticeable. 
 

 
 
Plate 7.  Westland Petrel – Kaikoura (Rob Morris) December 2009 

 
Plate 8. Westland Petrel – Kaikoura (Rob Morris) December 2009 – Adult with a typical bill pattern 
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Plate 9. Westland Petrel – Kaikoura (Rob Morris) December 2009 – older Adult with significant bill 
wear. 

 
 
Plate 10. Westland Petrel – Kaikoura (Rob Morris) December 2009 – this adult is in primary moult. 
It also has a strongly marked bill 
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Key Features of Westland Petrel: 
• It is a large petrel but is generally 5% smaller than White-chinned Petrel on average but biometric data 

shows considerable overlap;  
• Superficially, it is a very similar bird plumage wise to Black Petrel however, it is distinctly larger than 

Black Petrel with a bulkier head and larger bill; 
• It shows no white on the chin or face; 
• The bill is a pale horn / yellow colour, generally with a black tip on the lower and upper mandibles (see 

black 8). Note  Plate 9 which shows an older bird with a worn bill (apparently from digging its burrow); 
• The naricorn and culminicorn are both normally black;  
• The sulcus is black; 
• The feet project beyond the tail giving a distinctive pointed diamond shaped tail impression. 
 
 
 
Black Petrel (Plates 11-13) 
Like Westland Petrel, Black Petrels show no white on their face or chin (see Plates 11-13 below). It is the 
smallest Procellaria, which overlaps in size with Flesh-footed Shearwater (see Table 1) but does not overlap at 
all with the other dark Procellaria petrels.  
 

 
Plate 11a. Black Petrel – Hauraki Gulf (Rob Morris) December 2009 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 11b. Black 
Petrel – Hauraki Gulf 
(Rob Morris) 
December 2009 
 
A close up of the head 
and bill (of the above 
bird) showing a fairly 
typical Black Petrel bill 
pattern. 
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Plate 12. Black Petrel – Hauraki Gulf (Rob Morris) December 2009 
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Plate 13. Black Petrel – Hauraki Gulf (Rob Morris) December 2009 – note the typical Procellaria 
shape, short tail and the dark feet projecting beyond the tail. 
 
Key Features of Black Petrel: 
• It is the smallest Procellaria petrel -10-15% smaller than White-chinned Petrel in size; 
• Body mass wise they are distinctly smaller being 30-40% less in weight than White-chinned Petrel; 
• Superficially, similar plumage wise to Westland Petrel however, it is distinctly smaller with a smaller 

head and smaller more slender bill; 
• It shows no white on the chin or face; 
• The bill is a pale horn / yellow colour, generally with a black tip on the lower and upper mandibles. 

However, the black tip of the upper and lower mandibles (the ungues) normally shows varying 
amounts of horn yellow colouration on the inner parts of the tip (see Plate 11b) creating a yellow patch 
between the mandibles.  

• Normally shows a longer nostris and shorter latericorn than Westland;  
• The naricorn and culminicorn are both normally black;  
• The sulcus is black;  
• Overall, the bill is smaller and not as boldly marked as Westland Petrel; 
• The feet project beyond the tail giving a pointed diamond shaped tail impression. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flesh-footed Shearwater (Plates 14-16) 
When seen well, a Flesh-footed Shearwater should not be mistaken for a Black Petrel or any other Procellaria 
for that matter. However, the general dark coloration and pale bill colour with a black tip, can lead to confusion, 
particularly for inexperienced observers. 
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Plate 14 Flesh-footed Shearwater – note the lack of foot projection. Photo – Rob Morris. 

 
Plate 15. Flesh-footed Shearwater – note the pink not yellow / horn coloured bill. Photo – Rob 
Morris. 
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Plate 16.  Flesh-
footed Shearwater 
 
Taken in strong 
sunlight – note the 
pale pink bill. Photo-  
Rob Morris. 

 
Key Features of Flesh-footed Shearwater: 
• It is a similar sized bird to Black Petrel with the biometrics and weight data overlapping; 
• Its overall colouration is not as dark as Black or Westland Petrels – it is a richer brown coloured bird, 

although in poor light the colours are more difficult to discern; 
• The bill and legs are pink – both of which are distinct from all the of the Procellaria. It should be noted 

that in strong or poor light, the pale colours are not necessarily easy to discern. Also, the feet are often 
hidden within the feathers and not easy to view in flight. 

• The feet do not project beyond the tail giving the tail a more rounded shape;  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1. Bill Parts nomenclature (from Onley, D. & Scofield, P (2007) 
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The Fregetta Storm-Petrels 
David Stewart 

 
There are two species in the genus Fregetta and both are known to occur in the seas off the east and south coasts 
of Australia. Identification of these storm-petrels often cause debate on boats after a bird has flown off. 
However, with the development of digital photography, identification of these storm-petrels as with many other 
seabirds has become considerably more advanced over the last few years. Instead of one or two photographs 
being taken of a bird in the hope of a reasonable photo being taken, it is now possible to take a continuous series 
of photos of each bird as it approaches the boat and then when it flies away. These photos can then be viewed 
that day and by other people on the vessel, enabling others to contribute input into identifying the bird in the 
photograph. It is also possible to view these photos in real time on either a laptop computer or an onboard 
monitor if available, allowing difficult birds to be identified while on the boat and look for it again, while out on 
the water that day. 
 
One of these Fregetta storm-petrels, the White-bellied Storm-Petrel, F. grallaria, breeds within Australian 
waters, Roach Island and Ball’s Pyramid near Lord Howe Island. Although breeding in Australian waters, this 
species is rarely recorded away from the Ball’s Pyramid/Lord Howe Island area, though it has been seen off the 
south-east coast of Australia between south-east Queensland and the southern NSW coast, with scattered records 
from the Coral Sea off Cape York and the sea off eastern Tasmania ( Marchant & Higgins,    ). Marchant & 
Higgins, 1999, lists no specimens for this species, however there is one published specimen record from 
Eaglehawk Neck towards the end of 1928 (Fletcher, 1947), a second specimen was found approximately 2 km 
south of Poyungan Rocks, Fraser Island on 24 March 1999 (Hobson & Stewart, 2002). The other Fregetta 
storm-petrel, Black-bellied Storm-Petrel, F. tropica breeds on several sub-Antarctic islands, during the non-
breeding season this species can be found throughout much of the tropical oceans. On the east coast of Australia 
we have witnessed the Black-bellied Storm-Petrel migration, southward in the Spring, off Southport. During this 
migration these storm-petrels were observed to move south, either singularly or in small loose groups, flying 
close to the sea-surface. Five specimens of Black-bellied Storm-Petrel have been found in Australia, one from 
Albany, Western Australian,( Johnstone, 1985) and four from Queensland, one from near Cape Tribulation, 
north Queensland and three found beach-washed on North Stradbroke Island (unpublished data). 
 
The White-bellied Storm-Petrel Fregetta grallaria 
The White-bellied Storm Petrel, F. grallaria is a polymorphic species with four known sub-species. The 
nominate subspecies, F. g. grallaria, which breeds on Roach Island and Ball’s Pyramid near Lord Howe Island 
and islands within the Kermadec group, F. g. segethi breeding on Juan Fernandez Island and F. g. titan which 
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breeds on Rapa in the Austral group, all in the Pacific. F. g. leucogaster which breeds on islands in the Tristan 
da Cunha group in the south Atlantic and St. Pauls in the Indian Ocean (Flood and Thomas 2007). 
 
The Australian breeding population of White-bellied Storm-Petrel F. g. grallaria 
Unlike the other three subspecies of White-bellied Storm-Petrel and other populations of F. g. grallaria, the 
Lord Howe population of White-bellied Storm-Petrel is polymorphic, with individuals ranging from the typical 
black & white plumage seen in all other subspecies to a mostly all black bird which have rarely been seen away 
from the breeding quarters although at least two unpublished sightings have been recorded in south east 
Queensland waters (pers.com. P. Walbridge) Birds in between these two extremes are regularly found at the 
breeding islands. 
 
Previously, groups of storm-petrel from the Lord Howe Island population that appeared to be similar, had been 
described as distinct species, which gave rise to a number of different species being known from the area. 
However, these species have now all been rolled up into one species with a variable plumage. Names that been 
used over time to describe these different forms include: 
White-bellied Storm-Petrel (Procellaris grallaria, Fregellarnis innominatis and Fregettornis grallarius; Allied 
Storm-Petrel Fregetta Bonaparte, Fregetta tubulata and Cymodroma grallaria insularis; Allied White-bellied 
Storm-Petrel Cymodroma insularis, Fregetornis insularis, Fregettornis insularis, Fregettornis alisteri and C. 
grallaria insularis and Black Storm-Petrel C..royana and  Fregettornis royana   
 
White-bellied Storm-Petrel – Light morph 
The head and neck are blackish brown, appearing black at sea, the mantle, back, scapulars and rump are 
blackish brown with white fringes creating a scaled effect (Fig. 1) but these fringes wear and fade and can be 
difficult to see in old feathers. The uppertail coverts are white and the tail blackish. The upperwings are blackish, 
the medium secondary coverts are blackish with white fringes and the greater coverts are grey brown with white 
fringes forming a pale panel on the inner wing. The blackish brown of the  head extends down onto the neck and 
breast forming a dark hood, sharply demarcated  in a straight slightly bowed line across the breast from the 
white lower breast. This interface begins near the junction of the body and the leading edge of the wing (Fig. 2). 
The flanks are white, the undertail coverts, blackish with white bases and the undertail is black. The underwing 
is largely white with a broad black leading edge and blackish remiges and the greater coverts are greyish with 
white fringes. 

 
Figure 1. Upperparts of a White-bellied Storm-Petrel, showing the white fringes to the back, rump and scapular 
feathers  (photo – Robert P. Morris, near Ball’s Pyramid, Feb. 2011 ). 
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Figure 2. Underparts of a White-bellied Storm-Petrel, showing the dark hooded appearance clear-cut interface 
between the upper and lower breast (photo – Robert P. Morris, near Ball’s Pyramid, Feb. 2011). 

White-bellied Storm-Petrel – Intermediate forms 
The intermediate White-bellied Storm-Petrels are similar to the light morphed birds except there is varying 
amounts of smudging or black in the uppertail coverts and there is grey smudging of some individual storm-
petrels, while other intermediate birds have defined fingers extending down the flanks (Fig. 3). 
 

 
Figure 3. A more obvious intermediate White-bellied Storm-Petrel, with dark streaking on the flanks (photo – 
Robert P. Morris, near Ball’s Pyramid, Feb. 2011). 
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White-Bellied Storm-Petrel – Dark morph 
The dark morph White-bellied Storm-Petrels have rarely been recorded away from their breeding ground, 
possibly as they are very rare and thus the chance of encountering them is greatly reduced and/or when seen 
they are overlooked or misidentified. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4. A copy of a Mathews 1928 diagram of the dark morph White-bellied Storm-Petrel, published as Black 
Storm-Petrel Cymodroma royana. 
 
 
Dark morph  White-bellied Storm-Petrels have been described as being entirely sooty-black with darker 
uppertail coverts, wings and tail(Mathews 1928). The centre of the lateral and distal uppertail coverts are white 
(Mathews 1928). The underparts are sooty-black except for an area of white mottling on the centre of the belly 
and the undertail coverts are margined with white. (Marchant & Higgins 1990). When flying the toes of a 
White-bellied Storm-Petrel do not project beyond the tip of the tail under normal viewing conditions (Fig. 5). 
 



41 
 

 
Figure 5. A photograph of a White-bellied Storm-Petrel, showing no toe projection (photo – Robert P. Morris 
near Ball’s Pyramid, Feb. 2011). 
 
The Black-bellied Storm-Petrel Fregetta tropica 
The Black-bellied Storm-Petrel is a polytypic species with two sub species; F. t. tropica, breeding on a number 
of sub-Antarctic islands, including Auckland and Antipodes Islands, Kerguelen Island, the Crozets and Prince 
Edward Islands and islands in the Scotia Sea (Flood & Thomas 2007). F. t. melanoleuca is thought to breed on 
Gough Island, however the status of this sub species requires clarification (Marchant and Higgins 1990, Flood 
and Thomas 2007). After breeding, this species migrates into the tropical and sub-tropical waters, where they 
winter in the warmer oceans. In the Pacific Ocean the Black-bellied Storm-Petrel usually remain south of the 
Equator but they cross into the northern hemisphere in both the Atlantic and Indian Oceans (Marchant and 
Higgins, 1990). 
 
The head, back, upperwings and tail of Black-bellied Storm-Petrel are blackish brown becoming browner as the 
feathers age. The feathers on the mantle and scapulars have narrow white fringes (Fig. 6), with age these white 
edges wear and become hard to see. There is a white band across the uppertail coverts which join on to the white 
of the underparts. The upperwings are blackish brown with grey brown greater coverts forming a conspicuous 
pale brownish wing bar diagonally across the upperwing from the carpal joint to the base of the wing. 
 
The chin, throat and upper breast are blackish brown, the lower breast and abdomen are white and the vent and 
tail are blackish. Unlike in White-bellied Storm-Petrel the black-brown and white on the breast are separated by 
the blackish brown being configured in a ventrally pointed ‘V’ rather than clear cut across the breast.(Fig. 7). 
There is a blackish stripe down the centre of the belly connecting the black brown upper breast to the blackish 
vent. In paler individuals this ‘belly’ stripe is reduced, broken or even absent (Fig. 8) and the black brown 
undertail coverts may be only a smudge, rather than obvious darker feathering. The underwing of a Black-
bellied Storm-Petrel is largely white with a broad black leading edge and blackish remiges and the greater 
coverts, grey with white fringes. When flying the toes of the Black-bellied Storm-Petrel project beyond the tip, 
under normal viewing conditions (Fig 9). 
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Figure 6. A photograph of a Black-bellied Storm-Petrel upperparts, showing a faded pale bar across the medium 
secondary coverts (photo – Paul Walbridge, off Southport). 
 

 
Figure 7. Underparts of Black-bellied Storm-Petrel showing ‘V’ shaped interface between upper and lower 
breast (photo – Paul Walbridge, off Southport). 
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Fig 8. Photograph of a Black-bellied Storm Petrel, showing a near complete white belly (photo – Paul 
Walbridge, off  Mooloolaba). 
 

 
Fig 9. Photograph of a Black-bellied Storm-Petrel, showing obvious toe projection beyond tip of the tail 
(photo – Paul Walbridge, off Southport). 
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The Fregetta Storm-Petrels 
Both of these storm-petrels are predominately black with a white band across the upper-tail favourites and rump. 
In fresh plumage there is a pale bar across the greater coverts on the upperwing from near the carpal joint to the 
base of the wing at the rear when fresh, however as the feathers wear, this pale bar becomes very inconspicuous. 
 
Both Black-bellied and White-bellied Storm-Petrel appear as medium sized storm-petrels with distinctly broad 
wings with a curved leading edge which taper to a pointed wing tip formed by the trailing edge being reasonably 
straight. The body is robust with a short, square cut or slightly notched tail. Their flight is usually close to the 
surface of the water, largely gliding along in the troughs behind the waves, in calm weather the flight of these 
storm-petrels is more like a small shearwater, with flapping and intermittent gliding with rapid changes in 
direction. The underparts of both species are very variable, ranging from predominantly white with a black 
throat/upper breast in typical White-bellied Storm-Petrels to almost entirely black birds. While the Black-bellied 
Storm-Petrels are usually white below with a black throat and stripe of varying width down the centre of the 
belly, where it eventually expands to cover the undertail coverts and tail.  
 
There is only one character that is used to reliably separate the two Fregetta species – toe projection. In the 
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel the toes extend beyond the tail tip under normal circumstances, while there is no toe 
projection in the White-bellied Storm-Petrel. If the storm-petrel approaches the vessel, under most viewing 
conditions, it is possible to observe if there is toe projection. Toe projection in Black-bellied Storm-Petrel can be 
seen at up to 20-30 metres. 
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2011 Rarities Submissions 

 
 
 

Species Submitter Sighting Date Case No. Verdict 
Campbell Albatross Thalassarche impavida P. Walbridge 21/7/2008 BQRAC 134 Accepted 
South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki * P. Walbridge 30/10/2010 BARC 663 Not Accepted 
Black Petrel Procellaria parkinsoni P. Walbridge 30/10/2010 BARC 664 Accepted 
New Zealand Storm-Petrel Oceanites maorianus P. Walbridge 18/6/2011 BARC 699 Accepted 
Salvin’s Prion Pachyptila salvini P. Walbridge 17/7/2011 For BQRAC Pending 
Brown Skua Stercorarius antarcticus P. Walbridge 17/7/2011 For BQRAC Pending 
Buller’s Albatross Thalassarche bulleri P. Walbridge 17/7/2011 BQRAC 163 Submitted 
White-capped Albatross Thalassarche cauta steadi P. Walbridge 20/8/2011 For BQRAC Pending 
Mottled Petrel Pterodroma inexpectata P. Walbridge 5/11/2011 BQRAC 162 Submitted 
Stejneger’s Petrel Pterodroma longirostris P. Walbridge 5/11/2011 BARC 720 Submitted 
Black Petrel Procellaria parkinsoni P. Walbridge 17/12/2011 For BARC Pending 

 
* BARC Case No. 663 – insufficient detail provided to the panel of a particularly difficult age/plumage 
individual. This issue will be pursued further and hopefully resolved somewhere down the line. In the meantime 
the record will ‘stand’ in the 2010 issue of ‘The Petrel’. 
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